
GREAT JOBS AND GREAT LIVES 

GALLUP-PURDUE INDEX 

BRANDON BUSTEED 
Executive Director 

Education and Workforce Development 

Gallup 



WHAT DOES A 

‘GREAT LIFE’ 
LOOK LIKE? 

Purpose 

How you occupy your time; liking what you do each day 

Social 

Relationships and love in your life 

Financial 

Managing your economic life to reduce stress and increase security 

Physical 

Good health and enough energy to get things done daily 

Community 

Engagement and involvement in the area where you live 
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WELL-BEING MATTERS TO ORGANIZATIONS 
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WHAT DOES A 

‘GREAT JOB’ 
LOOK LIKE? 
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IMPACT OF ENGAGEMENT 
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GRADUATE WORKPLACE ENGAGEMENT 

GREAT JOBS 
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WELL-BEING GREAT LIVES FOR GRADUATES 

Only 11% thriving 

in all 5 elements of 

well-being 

 

More than one 

in six not thriving 

in any 
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IT’S NOT WHERE YOU GO 
No Difference in Workplace Engagement or Well-being of Graduates Between Different University Types 
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IT’S HOW YOU DO IT 
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“At least one professor who made me excited about learning” 63% 

“Professors cared about me as a person” 27% 

“A mentor who encouraged my hopes and dreams” 22% 



IT’S HOW YOU DO IT 
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“Long-term project taking a semester or more to complete” 32% 

“Internship or job where applied learning” 29% 

“Extremely involved in extra-curricular activities & organizations” 20% 
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THE RIGHT COLLEGE EXPERIENCES COULD NET 

BILLIONS FOR ECONOMY 


