
 

 
Student Advisory Committee Minutes  

Thursday, October 11, 2012 

SCHEV Conference Room 

 

Members Present: Mariam Abdelhamid (Old Dominion University), Nigeria Allen (Norfolk State 

University), Rob Belcourt (University of Mary Washington), Justin Blankenship (Radford University), 

Taylor Clayton Clarke (Northern Virginia Community College), Kate Cude (Piedmont Virginia 

Community College), Bo Endean (substitute from University of Virginia's College at Wise), Ronda 

Harris (South University), Zachary Herbert (Lord Fairfax Community College), Luke Hodge 

(substitute from Virginia Tech), Alexander Julian (Longwood University), Jennifer Lopez (Richard 

Bland College) Brandon Randleman (Virginia State), Alex Reber (University of Virginia), Alex Thomas 

(George Mason University), Kendra Waddy (Virginia Union University), and Deshong Woodley (Paul 

D. Camp Community College).  

 

SCHEV Staff Present: Kathleen Kincheloe, Liz Liverman, and Kirsten Nelson.  

  

 Kathleen Kincheloe (SCHEV) brought the meeting to order at 10:00 am and had members 

introduced themselves. 

 Kirsten Nelson (SCHEV) outlined the agency’s numerous responsibilities, including tracking 

education-related bills and providing legislative action summaries to the Governor. Kirsten 

also provided information about how bills are tracked on the SCHEV website.  

 Kathleen then explained the responsibilities of the Student Advisory Committee (SAC). She 

referred to Code of Virginia § 23-9.3:1, which mandates SCHEV’s appointment of a student 

advisory committee that shall advise the State Council of Higher Education regarding the 

student perspective on higher education issues.  

 Kathleen explained that in years past SAC has met four times a year, with one of those 

meetings being a visit to the General Assembly. Interested SAC members will get a chance to 

participate in a legislative visit again this year. 

 Webmaster and Graphic Designer Liz Liverman (SCHEV) was introduced and requested 

volunteers for usability testing of the redesigned SCHEV website. She explained that she 

would observe volunteers as they navigated through SCHEV’s website in search of specific 

information. She asked that students familiar with web design and usability not participate. 

She plans to meet with volunteers two to three times during the academic year, and can do 

so in conjunction with upcoming SAC meetings or at local colleges or universities. 

 Liz passed around a sign-up sheet and Phillip Blevins (University of Virginia's College at Wise), 

Kate Cude (Piedmont Virginia Community College), and Ronda Harris (South University) 

expressed interest. Other SAC reps may volunteer, and Liz will be in touch with them directly. 

 Kathleen and Kirsten asked students to share topics of interest on their respective campuses. 

Alex Reber (University of Virginia) said that, given the events of the summer, students on his 

campus were exploring whether a current student or recent graduate could be appointed as a 

voting member of UVa’s Board of Visitors. 

 Luke Hodge (Substitute from Virginia Tech) mentioned that student government 

representatives at Tech were exploring ways to make their representation more efficient and 

less redundant.  

 Brandon Randleman (Virginia State) stated that students on his campus had also discussed 

having voting faculty or student members of the Board of Visitors, but were advised that this 
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could be a conflict of interest during salary discussions and performance evaluations of faculty 

and administrators. 

 Soon the discussion turned to advising as an area of concern that clearly impacts student 

retention and graduation. Kendra Waddy (Virginia Union University) said that, as a double 

major, she has two different advisors who don’t communicate, which can make planning a 

class schedule problematic. 

 Bo Endean (Substitute from University of Virginia's College at Wise) is a triple major who 

empathizes with Kendra’s dilemma. He has three different advisors, but they are able to 

communicate in a private online forum that only the four of them can see. 

 Ronda Harris (South University) said that advising is also a problem at her for-profit 

institution. She switched majors because she wasn’t able to meet with her program advisor in 

her first major. She said that she had to come up with her own informal degree audit to stay 

on track, but it is her understanding that students taking night classes might have a better 

advising experience than she does as a day student. 

 Zachary Herbert (Lord Fairfax Community College) believes that community college students 

may be at an advantage because they meet with individuals whose sole responsibility is 

advising students, not professors within certain majors. 

 Kate Cude (Piedmont Virginia Community College) agreed, but mentioned that VCCS students 

can meet with professors in their major for advising. She works in the Advising Center and is 

currently helping to create a manual for such individuals. 

 Mariam Abdelhamid (Old Dominion University) said that her campus has made some advising 

processes digital. She thinks students on her campus really appreciate DegreeWorks, an 

online student degree audit system that students can access themselves. She mentioned that 

in her experience, students with at least a 3.0 GPA don’t have to meet with their advisor. 

 Deshong Woodley (Paul D. Camp Community College) said that he had to initiate contact with 

his advisor, but once he did so, he found it a great help. 

 Several students talked about the importance of talking to an advisor or professor for 

guidance outside the purely academic. Taylor Clarke (Northern Virginia Community College) 

speaks with a trusted professor for advice about career options and the transfer process, 

while Luke Hodge (Substitute from Virginia Tech) said Tech encourages students to speak 

with “life” advisors about internships and career goals. 

 Other students were concerned that their campus residence halls were overcrowded. 

Alexander Julian (Longwood University) mentioned that the closure of a residence hall for 

renovations resulted in residence halls that were at 125% capacity and rooms designed for 

two that housed four individuals. He noted that these students do receive a small percentage 

off their housing bill. Luke Hodge (Substitute from Virginia Tech) added that Tech has had to 

convert study rooms in the residence halls into dorm rooms. 

 Deshong Woodley (Paul D. Camp Community College) added that as a VCCS student, his 

concern isn’t about residence halls—there aren’t any—but a general feeling of under-staffing 

on campus. He reports that students are finding more and more of the courses they need are 

being offered on other PDCCC campuses, which can cause a host of transportation issues, not 

to mention a longer commute. 

 Justin Blankenship (Radford University) mentioned that the Radford student government 

association is considering a ban on smoking on campus, as well as increased student fees to 

support sustainability. 

 After the committee-led discussion, Kathleen explained the responsibilities of the SAC Chair 

and Vice Chair. Following the nomination process, members who were present selected Alex 

Reber (University of Virginia) as Chair and elected by secret ballot Brandon Randleman 

(Virginia State University) as Vice Chair.  

 The next SAC meeting will be held at SCHEV on Thursday, November 29 from 10:00 – 11:30 

am to discuss which messages the group wished to deliver to legislators on Lobbying Day. 

 The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:30 am. 

 

 


