
 

 
Student Advisory Committee Minutes  

Thursday, November 29, 2012 
SCHEV Conference Room 

 
Members Present: Nigeria Allen (Norfolk State University), Rob Belcourt (University of Mary 
Washington), Justin Blankenship (Radford University), Phillip Blevins (University of Virginia's College 
at Wise), Ronda Harris (South University), Niyant Jain (Virginia Commonwealth University), 
Alexander Julian (Longwood University), Terrell Kingwood (substitute from Old Dominion University), 
Matt Klein (James Madison University), Brandon Randleman (Virginia State), Alex Reber (University 
of Virginia), Kendra Waddy (Virginia Union University), and Deshong Woodley (Paul D. Camp 
Community College).  
 
SCHEV Staff Present: Kathleen Kincheloe and Kirsten Nelson.  
  

• Kathleen Kincheloe (SCHEV) brought the meeting to order at 10:00 am and had members 
introduced themselves. 

• SCHEV Director Peter Blake welcomed the student members, telling them how much the 
Council appreciated their thoughts on issues related to higher education. 

• SAC Chair Alex Reber (University of Virginia) briefly summarized the SAC presence at the 
November Council meeting. Alex, SAC Vice Chair Brandon Randleman (Virginia State), and 
Phillip Blevins (University of Virginia's College at Wise) all attended and shared with Council 
members the ways in which they communicate with their classmates on campus to ensure 
that they are representing the voice of their student body at SAC meetings. Members were 
also asked to share knowledge they had about student presence on Boards of Visitors (BOV). 

• Kirsten Nelson (SCHEV) began the discussion of the 2013 General Assembly Session by going 
over a handout outlining SCHEV’s budget recommendations. (See PDF entitled SCHEV 
Operating and Financial Aid Recommendations for 2013-14.) 

• She also indicated that issues of governance are expected to be prevalent during the 
upcoming session. Specifically, bills might call for a student and faculty member to serve as a 
mandatory non-voting member of each institution’s BOV. Alternatively, proposed legislation 
could extend voting privileges to these members.  

• Alex Reber (UVa) added that he understood that some legislators were considering the 
possibility of proposing that recent alumni could serve as voting members of BOVs to 
overcome potential conflicts of interest in having a current student serve as a voting member. 

• Kirsten sees potential that bills this session could ask SCHEV to further study governance 
issues or call for SCHEV to conduct mandatory training for new BOV members. Please note 
that no such bills had been introduced at the time of the SAC meeting. 

• She added that bills involving out-of-state student enrollment caps and firearms restrictions 
on campus had been introduced last year. SCHEV collectively views bills such as these as 
calling into question institutional autonomy. 

• After a discussion of other potential bills related to higher education, Kathleen (SCHEV) 
shared that SAC’s Lobbying Day will most likely take place in February after crossover. 
Interested SAC reps will have the opportunity to come to Richmond to meet with legislators to 
discuss issues of concern for college students across the Commonwealth. She reminded reps 
that the issues chosen have to be universal and the positions agreed upon by all. She opened 
up the floor to take suggestions for topics to be included during the upcoming legislative visit. 
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• Those present agreed on four topics of interest: 
o Supporting BOV autonomy over campus-wide decisions. 
o Encouraging legislators to increase faculty salaries through SCHEV’s recommended 

infusion of $10.8 million in General Fund dollars. 
o Supporting state funding to pay for the operation and maintenance of new campus 

facilities. (The Council’s budget recommendations include $10.2 million in operation 
and maintenance for new education-related construction.) 

o Supporting SCHEV’s recommendation of an additional $27 million in undergraduate 
financial aid. 

• Kirsten and Kathleen agreed to keep members apprised as bills are introduced relating to 
these four issues, as well as higher education governance. SAC reps can also educate 
themselves about introduced bills by visiting http://www.schev.edu/policy/longlist.asp.  

• SAC members can expect an email in January to set the date for the group’s legislative visit. 
• Kirsten concluded the meeting by thanking the members for coming and inviting any who are 

able to attend the January 15 Council meeting, which will be held from approximately 8:30 
am to 12:30 pm in SCHEV’s main conference room. 

• Kathleen adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:30 am. 
 
 

http://www.schev.edu/policy/longlist.asp

	COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
	SAC Minutes

