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Competency [Year(s) 
Assessed] 

Definition Standards Description of Methodology 

Quantitative Reasoning 
2007-2009 Data Taken 
2009-present Data Analysis 

The RBC Curriculum Goals 
requires that “1 … upon 
graduation a student will 
have acquired ... the ability 
to acquire, process, 
understand and use 
quantitative data.” 
 

Two major questions are 
studied. One: does the 
developmental mathematics 
program adequately prepare 
the students for Math 101? 
Two, does Math 101 
prepare students to 
complete the core 
curriculum requirement in 
mathematics? 

Longitudinal study (value-
added) that uses the same 
Compass Mathematics Test 
(ACT) both for RBC Math 
Placement and as a post 
test at the end of Math 101 
College Algebra (taken by 
90% of RBC graduates).. 
The value added is the 
increase in percentile 
between the two tests. It is 
further analyzed by the level 
of the initial placement into 
the two developmental math 
courses or directly into Math 
101. The success of these 
students in the following 
course that completes the 6 
hours graduation 
requirement will also be 
analyzed. 101. will also be 
analyzed 



 
Competency [Year(s) 

Assessed] 
Definition Standards Description of Methodology  

 Written Communication 
2008-2010 Data Taken 
2010-Present Data Analysis 
 

The RBC Curriculum Goals 
requires that “upon 
graduation a student will 
have acquired ...  
1. The ability to analyze and 
critique information though 
accurate reading, listening, 
and logical thinking, and the 
ability to acquire, organize, 
document, and present 
written and oral information 
clearly, precisely, and 
correctly. …” 

Two major questions are 
studied. One: does the 
developmental English 
program adequately prepare 
the students for the English 
101-102 core requirement? 
Two, does English 101-102 
prepare students at the level 
of national norms for two 
year colleges? 

 

Longitudinal study (value 
added) It uses two ACT 
nationally normed tests. The 
first is the Compass Writing 
Test administered to all non-
transfer incoming students. 
The second is the CAAP 
Writing Skills to 4 sections 
(with different instructors) of 
English 102 near the end of 
the semester. ACT has 
national norms to see if the 
performance on the CAAP 
test based on the Compass 
Test in one of three 
categories “Exceeds 
Expected Gain”, “Meets 
Expected Gains” or “Less 
Than Expected Gain”. This 
will allow overall final skills 
after the required English 
sequence and, in addition, 
comparing those who 
started in English 100 
Developmental English 
versus those who placed 
into English 101. 



 
Competency [Year(s) 

Assessed] 
Definition Standards Description of Methodology 

Scientific Reasoning 
2011-2013 Data Taken 
2013-2014 Data Analysis 
 

The RBC Curriculum Goals 
requires that “upon 
graduation a student will 
have acquired ... 4. An 
understanding of major 
natural laws and theories 
that govern our universe 
and the ability to apply the 
scientific method to the 
acquisition of knowledge 
and problem-solving.” 
 

RBC requires two courses in 
science for a total of eight 
semester hours as part of 
the Core Curriculum. These 
courses each have a 
laboratory component in 
addition to the lecture 
component. Upon 
completion of the second 
course, the average of the 
students should be near the 
norm for freshmen and 
sophomores on the test 
vehicles. 
 

 
The Science Reasoning 
Test (SR) developed by the 
Institute for Center for 
Assessment & Research’s 
Program Assessment 
Support Service (ISBA) at 
James Madison University 
(JMU) will be given to 
students finishing their 
second science course for 
the core requirement. The 
SR is a web-based, 
computerized, multiple-
choice (50 items) developed 
by faculty from the science 
and mathematical areas at 
JMU. The reliability is 
approximately 0.70 for a 
freshman sample and 0.80 
for a sophomore/junior 
sample as given by ISBA. In 
terms of validity, ISBA also 
states that there is a positive 
correlation between scores 
on this test with grades in 
relevant courses 



 
Competency [Year(s) 

Assessed] 
 

Definition Standards Description of Methodology 

Critical Thinking 
Data Taken 2012-2014 
Data Analysis 2012-2014 

The RBC Curriculum Goals 
requires “1.  The ability to 
analyze and critique 
information through 
accurate reading, listening, 
and logical thinking, …” . 
 

As critical thinking is a part 
of all courses offered at 
RBC, there is no specific 
critical thinking requirement 
in the Core Curriculum. 
However, the breadth of the 
liberal arts, core curriculum 
at RBC requires critical 
thinking in many courses 
outside the specific area of 
each student. 
 

As critical thinking is a part 
of all courses offered at 
RBC, there is no specific 
critical thinking requirement 
in the Core Curriculum. 
However, the breadth of the 
liberal arts, core curriculum 
at RBC requires critical 
thinking in many courses 
outside the specific area of 
each student. 
 



 
Competency [Year(s) 

Assessed] 
Definition Standards Description of Methodology 

Technology/Information 
Literacy  
2012-2014 Data Taken 
2014-2015 Data Analysis 
 

The RBC Curriculum Goals 
requires that “ 1. The ability to 
analyze and critique 
information through 
accurate reading, listening, 
and logical thinking, and the 
ability to acquire, organize, 
document, and present 
written and oral information 
clearly, precisely, and 
correctly.” 
 

RBC requires that each 
graduate either 1) take one 
course in Computer Science 
from CS 110,. CS 202, CS 
203, CS 211 or CS 212, or 
2) pass all five parts of a 
computer generated test 
covering Windows 
Manipulations, Internet 
Information Gathering, Word 
Processing, Spreadsheet 
Use and Presentation 
Graphics (Failed parts may 
be repeated once or twice). 

The Information Literacy 
Test (IL) developed by the 
Institute for Center for 
Assessment & Research’s 
Program Assessment 
Support Service (ISBA) at 
James Madison University 
(JMU) will be given to a 
selected sample of 
graduating students each 
semester. The IL is a web-
based, computerized, 
multiple-choice test 
(developed to assess the 
ACRL Information Literacy 
Competency Standards for 
Higher Education. 
 
[There is a second possible 
nationally normed test that 
is more oriented to the 
combined technology and 
literacy requirement. This is 
still under consideration with 
the decision being made in 
Fall 2011] 
 



 
Competency [Year(s) 

Assessed 
 

Definition Standards Description of Methodology 

Oral Communication 
2012-2014 Data Taken 
2014-2015 Data Analysis 
 

The RBC Curriculum Goals 
Mission statement requires 
that “upon graduation a 
student will have acquired 
...1. The ability to analyze 
and critique information 
though accurate reading, 
listening, and logical 
thinking, and the ability to 
acquire, organize, 
document, and present 
written and oral information 
clearly, precisely, and 
correctly. …” 
 

Speech 101 and 102 are 
part of the Art and 
Language of Ideas section 
of the Core Curriculum and 
are strongly recommended 
by advisors which produces 
a total enrollment of about 
one-quarter of the student 
body annually. 
 

The Methodology is under 
discussion by the Faculty 
and will be decided upon in 
the 2011-2012 academic 
year. 
 

 
 


