
Attachment A  
Assessing the Virginia Competencies at VCU  

 
   

Cycle Virginia 
Competencies Measures Location  Time Sample 

Population 
 

Standard 
Uses of 

Findings  

Year One 

’11-‘12 

Writing 
& 

Critical Thinking 

Standardized 
Test  

(ACT-CAAP, ETS-
PP, or CLA)  

Classes 
Early Fall 

and/or 
Early Spring 

Rising Juniors 
in Gen Ed and 
Tier 2 Courses   

National Norms   QEP 
Workshops   

Gen Ed 
Workshops   

 CTE 
Workshops 

Embedded 
Assessments 

Core 
Curriculum 

Fall 

Spring 
Tier 1, 2, 3 

Classes  
Institutional 

Criterion  

Exit Interviews UNIV 112 and 
Capstone Late Spring 

Freshmen 

Seniors 
Institutional 

Criterion 

Program 
Assessment 
(Aligned with 

Virginia 
Competencies) 

Degree and 
Certificate 

Assessment 
Reporting 
(Annual) 

Summer 

WEAVE 
Reports 

Majors at 
Various Levels 

Normative & 
Internal 
Criterion  

School and 
Department 
Workshops    
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Cycle Virginia 
Competencies Measures Location Time Sample Standards  Uses of 

Findings 

Year Two 

 

’12-‘13 

Oral 
Communication 

& 

Scientific 
Reasoning 

Standardized 
Test (Science)  

(ACT-CAAP or ETS-
PP) 

Classes 
Early Fall or 

Late Spring 
Rising Juniors 

in Gen Ed  National Norms   

QEP 
Workshops 

Gen Ed 
Workshops   

CTE Workshops 

Embedded 
Assessments 

(Science) 

Embedded 
Assessment 

(Oral 
Communication) 

General 
Education 

FI & Capstone 
Courses 

Fall 

Spring 

Rising Juniors 

Freshmen 

Seniors 

Institutional 
Criterion  

NSSE FI & Capstone Spring 
Freshmen 

Seniors 
National Norms 

QEP, School & 
Department 
Workshops    

Program 
Assessment 
(Aligned with 

Virginia 
Competencies) 

Degree and 
Certificate 

Assessment 
Reporting 
(Annual) 

Summer 

WEAVE 
Reports 

Aggregated 
Program Data 

National Norms 
& Institutional 

Criterion 

School & 
Department 
Workshops    
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Cycle Virginia 
Competency Measure Location Time Sample Standards  Uses of 

Findings 

Year Three 
 

’13-‘14 

Quantitative 
Reasoning 

& 
Ethical and 

Civic 
Responsibility 

 

Standardized 
Test 

(Quantitative 
Reasoning)  

(ACT-CAAP or ETS-
PP) 

Tier II Math 
Classes Early Fall Rising Juniors National Norms   QEP 

Workshops 

Gen Ed 
Workshops   

CTE Workshops 
Embedded 

Assessments 

Service 
Learning 
Courses 

Core Curriculum 

Fall & Spring Tier 1, 2, 3 
Students 

Institutional 
Criterion  

Exit Interviews 
UNIV 112  

& 
Capstone 

Spring 
Freshmen 

Seniors 
National Norms QEP & Gen Ed 

Workshops 

Program 
Assessment 
(Aligned with 

Virginia 
Competencies) 

Degree and 
Certificate 

Assessment 
Reporting 
(annual)  

Summer 

WEAVE 
Reports 

Aggregated 
Program Data 

National Norms 
& Institutional 

Criterion 

School & 
Department 
Workshops    


