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Overview
Section 23.1-1304 of the Code of Virginia states that the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia “shall develop, in consultation with public institutions of higher
education and members of their governing boards, and annually deliver educational
programs for the governing boards of such institutions” and “submit to the General
Assembly and the Governor an annual executive summary of the interim activity and
work of the Council pursuant to this section no later than the first day of each regular
session of the General Assembly.” A 2013 amendment to the Code of Virginia stated
that new board members “shall participate in an orientation session at least once during
their first two y ears of members.” In 2015, the Code language was amended to provide
a process whereby members who do not participate could be removed.
In accordance with this requirement, SCHEV staff held a mandatory orientation session
for newly appointed board members on October 18-19, 2016. A copy of the agenda
summarizing the topics covered in these meetings is attached.

Planning Group
In order to comply with the mandate to develop the orientation “in consultation with
public institutions of higher education and members of their governing boards,” SCHEV
created a planning committee that included two current and one retired college
president, two Council members, and three college representatives. Representatives
from the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, the Virginia
Commission on Higher Education Board Appointments, and the Office of the Attorney
General also participated in the planning sessions.
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Attendance

BOV appointments
New attendees
Rector

2016

63
57
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The eight new members who were unable to attend the 2016 orientation understand
that they will be required to attend the 2017 orientation session. The date for that
session has been conveyed to the institutions.

Survey Results
Following the orientation session, SCHEV staff asked attendees to complete an
evaluation survey. Results of the survey indicate that of the 35 new members that
responded, 91 percent rated the sessions as extremely value, very valuable, or valuable.
The sessions with the highest ratings included:
1)
2)
3)

Effective Institutional Governance: Leadership of Public Institutions and
Administration of their Missions and Public Purposes
Consequential Boards: Best Practices of Public-institution Trustees
Financing Public Higher Education: Impacts of Changing Demographics and
Revenue Uncertainties on Affordability, Costs, Tuition and Aid
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