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Scholarship Information
2014-2021 Cohort

What is the amount of the scholarship?
Students may receive a one-time award of up to $2,000 and no less than $600 for one  
term, depending on their enrollment level (full-time, three-quarter-time, half-time, and less  
than half-time). 

What requirements must students meet to receive the scholarship?
To be eligible for the GUV Scholarship, students must:

• Be a GUV participant (must have a signed release form on file at SCHEV)
• Have earned a high school diploma or recognized equivalent
• Be enrolled in a two- or four-year degree program at an eligible institution of  
    higher education
• Be eligible for Federal Student Aid
• Be less than 22 years old at the time of award 

How do students claim the scholarship?
To request the scholarship, students must submit an enrollment form that will be provided by 
SCHEV, a college acceptance letter, and a copy of their Student Aid Report (SAR). Students will 
receive their SAR shortly after they have completed their Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA). More information will be provided during students’ senior year of high school. 

Are there any income restrictions for the scholarship?
No; however, GUV students are still required to complete a FAFSA in order to verify eligibility 
for Federal Student Aid. Every eligible student will be offered some type of Federal Student Aid 
(grants or loans) no matter how much income the student and family earns.

GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs) is a program funded by the U.S. Department of Education 

and administered by the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia (SCHEV). For a list of participating cohort schools, visit 
www.gearupva.com. 

The goals of the GEAR UP Virginia (GUV) program are to  
increase academic performance and college preparation; in-
crease the number of students in rigorous courses; increase 

knowledge of college and financial aid among students and 
their families; improve college readiness rates; and increase  

college enrollment rates of GUV students. The 2014-21 GUV  
cohort participants will be eligible to receive a one-time, one-term 

scholarship to use during college.
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Where can students use the scholarship?
Students must use the scholarship at an institution that: 

• Is a public or private, two- or four-year degree-granting institution; and
• Participates in Title IV Federal Student Aid Programs.

The College Navigator, available at www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator, can be used to determine which institutions of  
higher education meet the requirements above.

How will the scholarship funds be distributed and used?
GUV scholarship funds will be paid directly to the institution where the student is accepted for enrollment;  
they do not go to the student or family’s account. These funds may be used to help pay for tuition, fees,  
books, supplies, equipment required for enrollment, and expenses for special needs services in connection 
with enrollment/attendance.

How long do students have to use the scholarship?
The GUV scholarship must be claimed by students and disbursed to their institutions before they turn 22 years 
old. Students must meet all scholarship eligibility requirements at the time of award and disbursement.

Does the scholarship have to be paid back?
No. The GUV scholarship is financial aid that does not have to be repaid. 

What is a term? 
For GUV purposes, a term is an academic period that may be called a semester, quarter, or trimester, depending 
on the type of institution.

Who should students contact for information about the GEAR UP Virginia
Scholarship?

Students interested in learning more about the scholarship may contact their school’s GUV coordinator or the 
GUV Scholarship Administrator by email at GUVscholarship@schev.edu or phone at (804) 225-2600.

The information included in this document is derived from federal program regulation 
language. Some of the information is based on preliminary guidance from the U.S.  
Department of Education and is subject to change. Federal program regulations 
changed for the 2014-21 GEAR UP cycle. Previous cohorts operated under different 
regulations. The GUV scholarship is contingent upon the availability of funds and  
adherence to the federal guidelines.

GEAR UP Virginia
www.gearupva.com 
Federal Student Aid
www.studentaid.ed.gov 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
www.fafsa.gov
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia
www.schev.edu
National Center for Education Statistics, College Navigator
www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator 
National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth
www.naehcy.org
Scholarship websites
www.fastweb.com; www.finaid.org; www.petersons.comH
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